
Heading North along the Twin Coast Discovery Highwa y: 
East Coast 

 
MANGAWHAI  – 1 ¼ hrs from Auckland  
Bennetts Chocolaterie  www.bennettsofmangawhai.com  
See their exquisite handmade chocolates being made, and sample the 
extensive range.  There is also an onsite cafe where you can indulge in Hot 
Chocolate and Chocolate Gateaux! 
 
Smashed Pipi Gallery  www.smashedpipi.co.nz 
Family of potters that work from their studio workshops.  The gallery also 
displays a wide range of NZ work.  On site cafe. 
 
WAIPU –  1 ¾ hrs from Auckland  
Waipu Museum  www.waipumuseum.com 
Great little museum, with interactive exhibition telling the story of one of the great migrations 
in New Zealand’s history.  Waipu is still known for its thriving Celtic culture.  A bagpipe 
welcome and morning tea can be arranged. 
 
Waipu Caves  http://www.breambay.co.nz/blog/bream-bay-
activities  
16kms north west of Waipu. There are 300m of explored 
passageways. The main cave is 175m in length and contains 
one of the longest stalagmites in NZ. There is plenty of 
headroom, impressive limestone formations and glow-worms 
inside the cave.  
 
The Pizza Barn , Waipu Village 
Fantastic pizzas and a very interesting women’s toilet! 
 
WHANGAREI – 2 hrs from Auckland 
The Town Basin  area is a vibrant, colourful stop off on the journey north.  Beside the marina 
is a quayside cluster of art galleries, specialty shops, colonial style restaurants and stylish 
cafes, this site is also home to of the famous Clapham’s Clock Museum 
www.claphamsclocks.com  
 
AH Reed Kauri Park  www.whangareinz.com/things_to_do/activity/ah_reed_kauri_park   
A few kilometres north east of the city, this remnant of original Kauri Forest contains a 
waterfall, walking tracks and a spectacular tree-top boardwalk passing by 500 year old kauri 
trees. 
 
Adventure Forest  www.adventureforest.co.nz  
A great adventure park at the entry to the Glenbervie forest, about 5 kms north east of 
Whangarei. Climb on amazing circuits rigged from tree to tree. Grab a rope, jump, roll or 
swing in the air to reach the next platform.  Several aerial circuits up to 10m high.  Safety 
equipment and training provided by qualified staff. 
 
Kawiti Glowworm Caves  – 5kms south of Kawakawa 
Discovered in the early 17th century, Kawiti cave is 200m in length, 20m at the highest point 
and 12m at its widest. Guided tours available (30-40 minutes duration). Handrails and 
wooden walkways through the cave and most of the bushwalk track over the hill, returning to 
the carpark. 
 
 



KAWAKAWA – 20 minutes before Paihia 
Follow SH1 into the rural market town of Kawakawa and spend 
a penny at the famous Hundertwasser toilets  in the centre of 
town.  Plenty of parking behind the toilets for tour buses.  You 
can also go on a vintage steam train on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday at 11am, 12 noon, 1pm and 2pm. The train runs from 
the Station to the other end of town over the first two bridges 
and back again. This is a little over 3km and each journey is 
about a thirty minute round trip. Visitors are welcome at the 
Station during the day. Come and have a coffee at the Platform 
Diner, and then take a trip on the train. 
 
PAIHIA – 3 hours from Auckland 
Plenty of water activities depart from Paihia wharf including half day and fast boat trips to the 
Hole in the Rock, swimming with dolphins, fishing, kayaking, parasailing and diving. 
See listings at http://www.northlandnz.com/listing.php?superCategoryID=5  
For a quick blast of fresh air to wake everyone up I would recommend the Excitor High 
Speed Adventure  which is a 1 ½ hour adrenalin ride out to the Hole in the Rock and back. 
 
KERIKERI – 20 minutes north of Paihia (1 ¼ hrs sout h of Carrington) 
Wine tastings are available at several Kerikeri wineries – Marsden Estate, Fat Pig, Cottle Hill 
and Ake Ake. 
 
Enjoy a lunch stop at The Landing Cafe and Bar , opposite the historic Stone Store  and 
Kemp House  and adjacent to Kororipo Pa , Hongi Hika’s pa overlooking the Stone Store 
basin. 
 
Puketi Kauri Forest  – 16kms off SH10 north of Kerikeri 
The Manginangina Kauri Board Walk is an easy 15 minutes loop walk through a mature 
kauri forest.  Interpretive panels assist with the understanding and enjoyment of kauri, 
swamp forest and associated vegetation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DOUBTLESS BAY 
To find activities in the area check out the following websites: 
www.northlandnz.com/things_to_do   
Doubtless Bay http://www.doubtlessbay.co.nz/  
Top of the North  http://www.topofnz.co.nz/  
Kaitaia http://www.kaitaia.net.nz  
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Heading South along the Twin Coast Discovery Highwa y: 
West Coast 

 
WEST COAST 
Hokianga Express Charters  http://www.taitokerau.co.nz/3483.htm run a shuttle service 
over to the giant sand dunes across the Hokianga Harbour.  Sand boards are supplied for an 
hour or two of tobogganing down the dunes and skimming across the sand into the sea.  
 
Waipoua Kauri Forest 
Visit the giant kauri trees of Waipoua Forest.  Tane Mahuta (The Lord of the 
Forest) is only 5 minutes walk from SH12, whilst Te Matua Ngahere (the Father of 
the Forest) is a 20 minute walk from the car park.  
 
Local Maori operator Footprints Waipoua  will arrange day or evening tours for 
groups and conferences www.footprintswaipoua.co.nz  
 
The Kauri Museum  www.kaurimuseum.com  
One of the country's most amazing theme museums and definitely 
worth visiting. This award-winning museum tells a fascinating 
story of the pioneering days through the use of kauri timber and 
kauri gum. Settlers first came to the area in 1862.  There are 
many exceptional displays and dedicated galleries, including a 
magnificent collection of antique kauri furniture, restored 
machinery including NZ's earliest tractor, a turning Steam Sawmill 
and the world's largest collection of kauri gum.  The Museum 
Shop has an exceptional selection of kauri products.  
 
 
 
  


